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Headings: Study Design and Risk-Benefit Analysis; Experimental designs (randomization, clinical
trials)

Case Type: lllustrative

Jumping to Conclusions

Ann Naive, a school counselor, wanted to “test out” her hypothesis that poor study habits were caused
by aggressive tendencies. She asked junior high school students who were sent to the guidance office

for fighting on the playground if they liked to study and how much time they spent studying. Twenty-
three out of 31 students said that they did not like to study, and most of the children studied less than

3 hours a week. She therefore concluded that her hypothesis had proved to be fact.
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